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MEMBERSHIP DUES 
REMEMBER: 

We are now taking your 
2016 SACO 

membership dues. 
Please pay before April 

30. 2016. 

$20.00 = Individuals 
$25.00 = Families 
Please include your 
address, phone number 
and email address. 
Mail to: 

SACO 

P.O. Box 226 
Watsonville, CA 95077 
As always, donations for 
the Scholarship Fund 
may be included. 


THE KALIFORNSKI 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

President’s Farewell Message 

Hello Fellow SACO members. I want to express how much 1 have 
enjoyed serving as President of SACO. It has been a lot of hard work and a 
lot of fun as well. Our organization has come a long way. I want to thank the 
Board, Co-Chairs and volunteers for all of their hard work and efforts to keep 
things running smoothly. Most of all, 1 want to thank you, the member,for 
making it worth all the work. 

The Christmas Dinner was a great event. The Soquel High School Jazz 
Choir was wonderful and the food was excellent. I really enjoyed meeting 
some cow people and chatting with old friends. 1 wish you all the best New 
Year Piled with happiness! 

Christina Justus 


"CtWi notice: 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEEITNG 

All members, in good standing, are invited to attend 
the Annual General Membership Meeting. Agenda items will 
include the presentation of the proposed revised Bylaws, a 
budget for the 2016 year, as well as holding elections of new 
officers for the 2016-2018 term period. 

Date: Saturday. February 13, 2016 
Location; Driscolls Facility {newlocation) 

300 Westridge Drive, Watsonville, CA 
Time: 1:30 PM 

Light refreshments will be served. 

Please plan on attending this very important meeting. 
We are only as strong and productive with your involvement. 

See you there! 



New SA CO Lapel Pins 
available for purchase 
1 = $ 6.00 
2 = $ 10.00 
Please contact: 

Nikole Simmons 
at 

slavicamericanculturalorg.com 

They would make great gifts! 
Show your support and wear at our 
next event. 
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SACO 


TREASURER’S REPORT 

Prepared by: Susan Radin Gallagher 


■j 


* 


Profit $2,556.20 

10% to SACO Scholarship Fund -S256.00 

Total Profit $2,306.00 

Treasurer's Report 

Beginning Balance 11/1/15 $8,675.16 

Income $4,710.00 

Expenses - $ 1,998.84 

Transfer to Scholarship Acct. - $256.00 

Profit $2,455.16 

Beginning Balance +$8.675.16 

12/31/15 Year-end Total $ 11,130.32 


Remembrances: 

Jinn (pizdicfi, 

July 22, 2015 
by Lucille Deritich 


139 Adults and 2 children attended the Dec. 12 d> 
Club. 

Income 

Christmas Dinner held at the Watsonville Women’s 

ExDenses 

Tickets 

$3,395.00 

Envelopes 

$3.27 

Drinks 

$ 594.00 

Flyer Stamps 

$88.20 

Raffle 

$ 565.00 

Labels 

$9.80 

Extra Food 

$ 3.00 

Soquel High Choir 

$100.00 

Total 

$4,557.00 

Food/Plates/Etc. $ 

1,573.06 


Beer/Coffee $133.89 

Tablecloths Abases $86.78 

Total $1,995.00 

Scholarship Account Balance $610.00 
Membership-111 Families 

Thank you to those who donated desserts 
and prizes for our Christmas dinner! 

Sharon Alaga, Jelka Basor, Betty Bobeda, 
Michele Bowling, Stephanie Bulich, Lynne 
Clough, Jane Cruz Dabo, Teresa Del Pierro, 
Anne Dobler, Judy Carey Eiskamp, Linda 
Espejo, Susan Gallagher, Marilyn Garbutt, 
Diane Hergott, Nita Gizdich, Mary Gos- 
podnetich, Judy Hager, Carol Harris, Frances 
Heick, Lynne Hodges, Russ and Barbara Jef¬ 
fries, Christina Justus, Sylvia Kusanovich, 
Geri Ladiop, Bob Leonardich, Bernice 
Leonardich Family, Antoinette Lukrich, 
Kathy Mann, Jane Parks, Lillian Nielsen, 
Nevenka Radich, Maryann Bulich Schnitter, 
Mary Sieke, Simmon’s Family, Solano Fami¬ 
ly, Shirley Spain, Grace Taylor, Helen, 
Ukestad, and Virginia Vukasovich 
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SACO’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER 

Saturday, December 12, 2015 ~ Watsonville Women’s Club 





SRETAN 
0021C 


SRETNA 


NOVA 


ODINA 


Xhank you to all who attended. We hope you had a 
wonderful evening with friends and family. 


Co-chairs: ludv Hager &. Maryann Bulidi Schnitter 


Committees 
Stephanie Bulich 
Annamarie Pavlovich Dagger 
Susan Radin Gallagher 
Linda Pavlovich 
Suke Pavlovich 
Jolene Vukasovich 


Volunteers: 

John &. Sharon Alaga 
Jelka Basor 
Luci Basor 
Betty Bobeda 
Linda Espejo 

Christopher & Yvonne Hager 

Mark Hager 

Rich Hager 

Mary Jaworski 

Russ Jeffries 

Sylvia Kusanovich 

Bob Leonardich 

Pat Lester 

Tim and Jane Parks-McKay 
Nevenka <&. Zarko Radich 
David Schnitter 
Nikole Simmons 
John Vodanovich 


Dinner Donations: 

Jolene Vukasovich 
The Bulich Family 
Rich Taylor/Nordic Naturals 


We would like to thank 
Mary Gospodnetich for all 
of her wonderful photos 
of this special evening. 
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SACO 


STUDENT AMBASSADOR AND EXCHANGE PROGRAM 

DINNER TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW!!! 

It is with great enthusiasm that your SACO Student Ambassador and Exchange Program 
Committee announces our first annual Fundraising Dinner, which will be held on 
February 27, 2016 in Watsonville. Every dollar raised at this event will go towards funding 
SACO’s Student Exchange Scholarships. The event will feature wonderful hors d’oeurves 
and a three course sit down dinner served by Michael’s catering. The entrees include a 
choice of smoked ribeye steak, roasted salmon or a vegetarian alternative of a portabello 
mushroom napoleon! Each course will be served with award winning wines that include 
champagne, sauvignon blanc, pinot noir and a very special viognier deux dessert wine, 
graciously provided by one of our event sponsors, Calera Vineyards of San Benito County, 
Other early sponsors include Gold Star Buick and GMC Motors of 
Salinas and Gizdich Farms of Watsonville, Your committee is also 
currently gathering other sponsorships from friends and businesses 
that sustain SACO and it’s great work. 


iS?^ 

5 4 


Only 80 tickets will be sold for this limited seating event! This 
dinner will truly represent the breadth of SACO membership, 

support and participation throughout Santa Cruz, Monterey and San Benito Counties. 

With the initial $1000.00 donations from Steve Millich, Barbara Borcovich Jeffries, the 
Pavlovich/Dugger Family and David and Maryann Bulich Schnitter as seed money for our 
exchange program, our committee wishes to thank the SACO members who participated 
in the 50/50 raffle at our Christmas event. It was great fun and raised about $500.00. We 
also want to thank all of those who have committed to purchasing our fundraising dinner 
tickets. There will be both a silent and live auction at our dinner on February 27. Really 
great items, including special wines and spectacular dinners, will be available to the top 
bidders. There will even be opportunities to fund scholarships named after prominent 
SACO families as a continuing memory of the historical relations between the Central 
Coast of California and the countries comprising the former Yugoslavia. 

Once again, the first annual Fundraising Dinner and Auction for the Student Ambassador 
and Exchange Program will be held in Watsonville at the Knights of Columbus Hall on 
February 27, 2016. 

Tickets for this exceptional event are $150.00 per person and only 80 will be sold. Tickets 
are available now. For information and ticket purchases contact the SAEP committee at 
831-722-2481. 

The mailing address is SAEP Committee, PO Box 2216, Watsonville CA 
95077-2216. SEE YOU THERE! 
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Travels wltH £ucl 

Thi s is one in a senes of travel articles written byLuci Basor, a Watsonville native, 
qA r'r^ UCa f < L r an ^. wor ^ traveler. Luci and her family are founding members of 
oACO and has written of her recent travels to her families homeland. 

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year,••Especially in Croatia 

First of all, I would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year! I just got back from another very 
exciting trip in Croatia, filled with many traditional holiday celebrations with friends and family. 

To start off the holiday celebrations, the annual Mirisi Boiica (Scents of Christmas) program began with a 
night of caroling that took us back in time reenacting historical figures of the Konavle region, including 
Marija Konavoka. Marija BratoS was from Gruda and was my mother’s great-great aunt. She is well- 
known in the region because a book was written by Mato Vodopic, about her tragic love story. My cousin 
Jelena, the one on the far left, portrayed Marija and my friend and I were her friends who helped send her 
off to grad (Dubrovnik) to take some delicacies to friends. Throughout the night we sang songs and 
gathered with other historical figures such as artist Vlaho Bukovac, lawyer and author Baltazar BogiSic, 
opera singer Toni Pattiera, poet Niko KuSelj, the daughter of the leader of Cavtat Cavtislava and teacher 
Jelka MiS. This pictures was taken on the steps of the church in Cavtat. 

Christmas Eve in Dubrovnik is one of the most beautiful days of the year. The weather in December was beautiful and it was unusu¬ 
ally warm for the holidays. The wonderful weather, Christmas spirit and tasty goodies brought 
hundreds of people to Stradun, the main street in the old town of Dubrovnik. Everyone was 
dressed very formally, enjoying bakajar (bakalar), prikle (doughnut holes), wine and more! 

Walking down Stradun you hear carols being sung, the smell of cooked wine and get stopped by 
familiar faces to wish a Merry Christmas. 

In addition to the masses of people on Christmas Eve, this year, Stradun was lined with small 
houses called kucice, providing guests with cooked wine, kobisice (sausage) and many other 
goodies. On Christmas Eve, these kudice were packed, but they were set up weeks before, so 
many people got to enjoy the treats for a longer period of time. I went to Dubrovnik a few more 
times at night and sat at the kucice, enjoying the music in the background and a nice glass of kuhano vino (cooked wine) in one hand 
and a kobasice in kruh (bread) in the other. The decorations on Stradun this year were incredible. The kudice added a lot to the holi¬ 
day spirit, but the other decorations were truly amazing. I was so surprised to see how Dubrovnik can be even more beautiful with all 
of the lights. My friends could not stop laughing at me because of how many times I said how beautiful everything looks. I was in 
awe. 
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On Christmas Eve, after we got back from Dubrovnik, a group of us from Gruda, dressed in konavoska nosnja, went carol 
ing. A few guys played instruments and we all sang the popular caroling songs. 



Like I had mentioned before, the weather in December was absolutely beautiful. Mew Year’s Eve was no exception. The day was 
perfect and I decided to gather a few of my friends, po^k us all in my littler pick and drive up to the top of the mountain that overlooks 
Cavtat and the Dubrovnik airport. The viewpoint is called Vidikovac Sivi Sokol, and is one of my favorite places to visit. From the 
top, you can see all of Konavle and well past Dubrovnik and the islands around. Wc watched the final sunset of 2015 and enjoyed the 
beautiful view, he homes, we were treated with drinks and food. 




As we entered tin Konavle, most of the stare kude (old houses) had 
ognjiSte (smoke house). Families would gel together by the fire to cook, 
eat, tell stories, etc. I had been in them before, but never had the oppor¬ 
tunity to have food prepared and eat in one. My grandmother’s family 
home, Vidak, has an ognjiSte that is used by my cousins a lot during the 
winter time (no one lives there, except for a shepherd). I asked my cousin 
if he could prepare a meal for us and he happily agreed. Fifteen of us sat 
in the ognjiSte enjoying sad (under the bell) which included lamb, veal, pork and chicken. It was one of the most delicious meals I 
have had and a wonderful way to end another very exciting trip. 


Until next time... 

Zivjeli! 
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Language Corner 

By: John Basor 

Teacher, Watsonville/Aptos Adult Education 

Unlike English, Croatian has no silent letters. Almost every letter is pronounced as it is written, i.e. one 
prapheme = one phoneme. Each vowel can be either short or long. 


Letter 

Name 

of 

Letter 

Pronounced as 

Letter 

Name 

of 

Letter 

Pronounced as 

1. 

A a 

a 

father 

16. 

LI 

el 

look, lot 

2. 

B b 

be 

bell 

17. 

Li Ji 

elj 

million 

3. 

C c 

ce 

cats, fits 

18. 

M m 

cm 

man 

4. 

C c 

ce 

cheap 

19. 

N n 

en 

not 

5. 


ce 

*get you 

20. 

Ni nj 

eni 

news 

6. 

J> d 

de 

dollar 

21. 

O o 

o 

*for 

7. 

dz 

dze 

jug 

22. 

F P 

pe 

pit 

8. 

d 

de 

*WG>uiId you 

23. 

R r 

er 

*bread 

9. 

IS e 

e 

bet 

24. 

S s 

es 

pass 

10. 

Ff 

ef 

father 

25. 

§ s 

eS 

shead 

11. 

G g 

fie 

get, good 

26. 

T t 

te 

two, top 

12. 

K h 

ha 

hot 

27. 

U u 

u 

room 

13. 

I i 

i 

she, cheese 

28. 

V v 

ve 

vote 

14. 

J i 

i e 

boy, yes 

29. ■ 

Zz 

ze 

zeal 

15. 

K k 

ke 

cat, kin 

30. 

ti 

ze 

leisure 


Basics and Greetings 


Hello 
Goodbye 
Good morning 
Good day 
Good evening 
Good night 
Yes 
No 


Zdravo / Bog 
Do videnja 
Dobro jutro 
Dobar dan 
Dobra vecer 
Laku nod 
Da 
Ne 







































Slavic American Culutral 
Organization 

P.O. BOX 226 
Watsonville, CA 95077 

All contributions are tax ^ Non-Profit, Non-Religious & 



deductible with the meaning of 
Section 501 (c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code 
Federal Tax l.D.#94-2885274 


Non-Political Organisation 
Established in 1979 


MONTHLY BOARD MEETINGS 
members and the public are welcome! 

The SACO Board of Directors currently meets the 3rd Tuesday 
of every month at the Driscoll Strawberry Assoc, office located 
on Westridge Drive, Building #300, Watsonville, CA from 
7:00-9:00 PM. We hope to see you there! 


SACO Board of Directors 

2014-2016 

President: Christina Justus 
chn 5 tinajustits@outloofe.com; (83 1)566 2592 
Vice-President: Valerie Justus-Rusconi 
oalerie_feabani@yahoo.com 
Secretary: Linda Wathen Espejo 
jlmmirTor@sbcglobaI.net 
Treasurer: Susan Rad in Gallagher 
suzga lla@aol.com 

Publicity Director Nikole Simmons 
nikoleas immons@gma il.com 
Pariiamentarian: GeriAnnc SolanoSimmons 
******* 

Kalifornski Editors: 

GeriAnne Solano Simmons 
tomandgerianne@aol.com; (851)72^1967 or 
Patricia Gospodnetich Solano 
scarletpen@aol.com 





Search for us at: 
Slavic American Cultural 
Organization 
on Facebookl 



JflfA 'S/muveViaitj 


J979-J089 


Patricia Gospodnetich Solano has been 
kind enough to share the former 
YACO’s 10th Anniversary 
Commemorative Book with us. We will 
publish excerpts from the book in future 
issues. 

Please Enjoy! 


SACO’s (formerly “YACO”) HISTORY 


The ofY.CO 


Ron tills R.-.v.;H2caons 

It was in the year 1978.1 c.rr 3tv. ' exact month, but it had 
to be during the school seme*lo«; :••• • ->y \l was May or June. It was 

in Ncvcnku NovcicYs Yugoslav ^ ’ \rs that the idea formed to 

sf art a new Yugoslav club to i>rc\orw a .in' ;%v»mrc of all the Slavic peoples 
of the Pajaro Valley and beyond 

The people responsible for this great achievement were the members 
of the language class: Pat (Gospodnetich) Solano, Nevenka (Novcich) 
Radich, Marlene (Matiascvich) Radovich, and Lillian (Jercich) Nielsen. 
They had already chosen a name for Lhe club, the Yugoslav-American 
Cultural Organization, YACO. In September of that year, I believe, they 
had placed ail ad in the Registcr^Pqjaronicn to inform people of the 
Valley that there would be a movie about Yugoslavia at the E.A. Hall 
School auditorium. On the day the movie was shown, there was a 
sign-up sheet for all those interested in helping to form the club. 

The four responsible people met to draw up a set of By-laws and a 
Constitution. They placed a notice in the Register-Pajaronian 
announcing YACO’s first meeting to be held ut EA Hall School on 
February 22, 1979 at 7:30. They also contacted the people who had 
signed-up at the movie. 

The list of people who attended that first meeting is as follows: Pat 
and Alex Solano, Bruce and Dori Arthur, Ron and Babe Hill, Pete and 
Anita Scurich, Pete and Margaret Biskup, John Biskup, David and 
Lillian Nielsen, Barney and Marlene Radovich, Nevenka Novcich, 
Arcadio Cardenas, and Janice Bulaich. 

The discussion that evening centered on how much the club should 
charge for dues for single and family members, and what kinds of social 
and cultural activities the club should sponsor. Dues were finally set at 
$ 10 per year for families and $5 per year for singles after Babe Hill said, 
“Let's pay our dues and get this show on the road" 

It was decided also that Pat Solano would be the founding President. 
John Biskup said that if we needed a Treasurer in name only, to put his 
name down. 

Every person who attended the meeting that evening joined the club 
and founded YACO. They also paid their dues. Our treasury swelled all 
the way to $96! 




































